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HE’S popped the question, you’ve said yes and 
suddenly, it feels like there are a billion decisions 
to be made. Church or garden? Black tie or 
cocktail? Embossed or letterpress?

“Brides and grooms will spend approximately 
250 hours planning a wedding,” says Rebecca 
Simpson, co-founder of  wedding planning 
and styling company Little Lane Events 
(littlelaneevents.com.au). “If  you’re working full-
time, it can all seem a little overwhelming.” 

Your first step? Research: magazines, websites 
like Pinterest and bridal fairs will provide you 
with endless inspiration.

“An expo is a great way to compare a selection 
of  suppliers in the one day,” says Richard 
Alaba, wedding photographer and founder of  
the Northern Beaches Wedding Expo (nbwe.
com.au). To keep your inner bridezilla in check, 
we’ve done the ground work for you, from the 
questions you need to ask to the latest trends.

SET A DATE
The wedding season runs from October to 
March, so if  you’re planning a spring or summer 
wedding you’ll need to secure  a venue at least 
12 months in advance – more if  you’re booking 
a popular Sydney location.
“If  you’ve been dreaming about a particular 
venue or a certain photographer, it’s really 
important to get in contact with them as soon as 
possible,” says Emma Burke, co-founder of  Little 
Lane Events. Planning an outdoor ceremony? 
Study weather patterns around the times of  year 
you’re considering.

“February is the hottest month and has a lot 
of  rainfall, as does November,” warns Tessa 
Blackwell, head of  weddings and events at 
Milestone Events (milestoneevents.com.au). 

OUTDOOR CEREMONIES
Whether you choose an indoor or outdoor 
ceremony depends largely on the stress levels 
you’re prepared to endure – if  you choose the 
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START YOUR HAPPILY EVER AFTER THE MOMENT YOU GET ENGAGED 
WITH OUR STRESS-FREE WEDDING PLANNING GUIDE

WORDS: ANNA McCLELLAND 

TO PERFECTION
latter, make sure your reception venue can 
double as an alternative ceremony location in 
case of  wet weather.

“We’re styling lots of  beautiful outdoor 
ceremonies at local beach reserves or private 
gardens, making it really easy to create the 
‘rustic garden’ theme that’s so popular,” 
Simpson says. Create a beautiful backdrop to 
frame you and your fiance as you say your vows, 
from a floral arbour to lace bunting propped up 
by gnarled tree branches. If  you’re planning a 
standing only ceremony, provide some seating.

CHURCH CEREMONIES 
While outdoor ceremonies create a whimsical 
and relaxed atmosphere, nothing beats the 
sense of  occasion a traditional church wedding 
delivers. Churches that are used 
to holding weddings  are 
often set up to provide 
pew ribbons, flower 
arrangements and even 
musicians. If  you’d like 
to utilise the church 
organ, ask the minister 
or priest to recommend 
an organist. Attend a 
service or (discreetly) crash 
a wedding to hear the way it 
sounds before the day. 

TIMING 
Wedding ceremonies typically begin between 
2pm and 4pm and receptions start at 6pm. 
Check sunset times, especially for winter 
weddings, when you may prefer to hold an 
earlier reception so guests can enjoy the view 
before dark. Remember to leave enough time 
between the ceremony and reception for the 
bridal party’s professional photographs and 
factor in travel and parking time for guests. 
Holding your ceremony and reception at the 
same venue can be cheaper as you save on 
decoration and transport costs.

“We serve non-alcoholic cocktails after the 
ceremony while everyone’s still outside, then a 
champagne toast when the bride and groom 
return from photos,” Blackwell says. What more 
could you need?

 “Entertainment is a great way to fill the 
gap between ceremony and reception,” Burke 
suggests. “If  you have a live musician for your 
ceremony, ask them to play for an extra 45 
minutes afterwards.” 

PHOTOGRAPHY
After the cake has been cut and the guests have 
gone home, the one thing that remains (apart 
from your marriage, of  course) is photos so 
it is essential to invest in a top photographer. 
They book up months in advance, so start 

researching as soon as you’ve booked your 
venue. Many people baulk at the cost of  

wedding photography (and given the 
simplest packages are often upwards 
of  $3000, it’s easy to see why) but 
keep in mind the amount of  time 
the photographer spends at your 
wedding and processing the images 
afterwards. But who to choose?
Look through a range of  

photographers' portfolios to determine 
their style – candid, reportage-style 

photography is popular and delivers timeless 
and natural shots. Interview a shortlist to find 
one with whom you have a rapport.

“You have to feel comfortable with the person 
as they’ll be with you for your whole day,” 
stresses Alaba. 

Look for packages which include two 
photographers so you end up with a great 
mix of  shots. Most packages will include all 
high-resolution files on disc, with the album 
an optional extra: “The average iPhone is now 
a wedding album, so hard copy books have 
become less important,” Alaba acknowledges. 
Having the high-res files gives you the option of  
having them printed if  you change your mind. 

PLANNERS VS STYLISTS
“A wedding planner is someone who researches 
and secures all of your suppliers on your behalf, 
becoming your main contact throughout the 
entire planning process, while a wedding stylist 
is there to help you create a theme for your 
wedding day and bring that theme to life,” Burke 
says. “At Little Lane Events we do both, but we 
find that most of our brides have a theme in mind 
and want a stylist to source unique decorations 
for their venue.” Wedding planners can also act 
as on-the-day coordinators so you don’t have to 
delegate tasks to friends and family. 

FLOWERS
If your heart is 
set on particular 
blooms, make 
sure they’re in 
season on your 
wedding day. Spring 
offers the most choice; the month of May, the 
least. Imported flowers are a costly alternative 
and won’t look lovely for as long as the season’s 
bounty. “Don’t decide on your flower selection 
until a few weeks before your wedding as 
what’s available will depend on current weather 
patterns,” Simpson says. In the meantime, 
show your florist pictures of the colours and 
styles you love so she can create something 
similar out of what’s available on the day. 

CAKE  
“The days of white 
fondant-covered fruit 
cakes are officially 
gone, with cake makers 
embracing current 
trends and creating 
beautiful statement 
pieces,” Burke says. 
Ombre-effect icing 
is a major trend, as 
is watercolour and 

cakes slathered in textured buttercream icing.
In keeping with the trend for pared-back 
elegance, cakes are decorated with fresh 
flowers or mini bunting rather than bling. 
“The bare sponge cake, aka the ‘naked 
wedding cake,’ is a favourite for many couples,” 
says Burke. Cupcake or macaron towers make 
a striking statement that can easily be packaged 
as a parting treat for guests. Not a cake person? 
“A dessert buffet looks fantastic with lots of 
different sweets,” says Tessa. “If you have a 
cake as well, the wait staff can leave slices on 
the dessert table for guests to help themselves 
– that way, they don’t have to worry about that 
untouched plate at their table while they dance 
the night away.” 

RECEPTION
The northern beaches is brimming with beautiful 
reception venues, from waterfront restaurants 

to golf, yacht and surf clubs. Venue 
capacity is the ultimate deal-breaker 
so draw up a rough guest list before 
you begin your research. You’ll also 
need to choose between a formal 
sit-down do and a more casual 
cocktail affair.

“Sit-down with an alternate 
placement menu just isn’t as 
popular as it used to be – brides 
are opting for substantial 
cocktail menus instead,” 

Blackwell says. Don’t like 
the idea of guests having 

to stand up all night? 
More and more venues 

are reworking their 
menu to include a 
share platter option.

“It’s a really nice way for 
guests to meet each other as they offer 

dishes around the table,” Blackwell says.

 The rise of share platters is having an impact 
on seating arrangements Blackwell says: “We like 
to arrange tables in a horseshoe, with two long 
tables connecting the bridal table, which works well 
with a shared menu and encourages conversation.”  

THEME
“Selecting a theme is such an important decision 
as it sets the tone for your entire wedding day,” 
Simpson says. Right now it’s all about rustic 
and vintage-inspired styling: think chalkboards, 
wildflowers, twine, timber and lace.

“Glitzy weddings just aren’t trending any more so 
it’s nice to find a venue with a basic look that you 
can style to match your theme,” Blackwell says.

Simpson agrees: “Gone are the days of chair 
covers and bow sashes – couples have an array of 
chair styles to choose from, whether it’s the classic 
Tiffany chair or a rustic timber Bentwood,” she says. 
Next comes the colour palette: “Choose colours 
that enhance your venue, reflect your personality 
and tie all the elements of your day together,” 
Simpson suggests. “Pick no more than four 
colours, including one main colour and two to three 
complementary colours.”

5 Is sound equipment, a microphone and a 

lectern for speeches provided?

5 Can you drop off items like menus or candles 

and will they set them up for you on the day?

5 Do they cater for guests with special dietary 

requirements? 

5 Will they cut and serve your wedding cake, or 

package it for guests to take home? 

5 What’s the ratio of wait staff to guests? 

5 Are there any decoration or noise restrictions? 

5 Is there a private room for the bridal party 

before they enter the reception?

plan

Ask guests to supply 
their favourite song 
when they rsvp, then 
play them during 

your reception for a 
personal touch.' RECEPTION 

ESSENTIALS
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YOUR DREAM DAY BEGINS AND ENDS WITH A SPECTACULAR SETTING. FIND YOURS HERE

MONASH COUNTRY CLUB 
Perched high among the hills and surrounded by bushland, Monash Country Club offers sweeping golf 
course and ocean views. Its ceremony packages include rose petals, an arbour (with Singapore orchids an 
optional extra) and golf cart hire for the bridal party. The club has dates available for summer 2014-2015 and 
discounted winter wedding packages from May to August.
Capacity: up to 170 seated; 280 cocktail

Powderworks Rd, Ingleside 

� 9913 8282 � monashcc.com.au

BAYVIEW GOLF CLUB 
Lush rolling hills provide plenty of photo 
opportunities for brides at Bayview Golf 
Club – particularly when the bridal party 
is travelling by buggy. The venue boasts a 
large balcony looking out onto the treetops 
and packages include a DJ and ample free 
parking for guests. Save 10 per cent in 
June, July and August. 
Capacity: 160 seated; 220 cocktail

  1825 Pittwater Rd, Mona Vale 

� 9999 3786 

� bayviewgolfclub.com.au  

MONA VALE GOLF CLUB
Occupying prime position looking out onto 
Mona Vale Beach and its iconic headland, it’s 
not surprising that Mona Vale Golf Club has 
been a popular wedding destination for 25 years. 
It offers a range of packages, many of which 
include a five-hour DJ service. 
Capacity: up to 300

Golf Ave, Mona Vale

�  9999 4266 � mvgc.com.au

LOCATION,LOCATION
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JONAH’S  WHALE 
BEACH 
Sparkling 180-degree ocean 
views provide a breathtaking 
backdrop for wedding 
ceremonies at Jonah’s. Say 
‘I do’ in the cliff top garden 
overlooking Whale Beach, 
before sampling canapes and 
drinks in the open-air terrace 
after the ceremony. Awarded 
a Good Food Guide Chef’s 
Hat for six years running, 
Jonah’s is renowned for its 
faultless food and service. It 
also offers luxury oceanfront 
accommodation.
Capacity: up to 100 seated.

69 Bynya Rd, Whale 
Beach

�9974 5599

� jonahsweddings. 
com.au.

ROYAL MOTOR YACHT 
CLUB 
Fronting onto the water in a 
secluded section of Pittwater, 
the Royal Motor Yacht Club is 
perfectly placed for weddings. Hold 
your ceremony on the waterfront 
Compass Terrace before moving 
inside to one of three rooms 
catering for intimate to large-scale 
receptions, all with water views. 
Visit on Sunday, September 21, 
from 1pm to 5pm, for the club’s 
wedding expo with more than 25 
suppliers. 
Capacity: up to 200 guests

  46 Prince Alfred Pde, Newport

� 9997 5511 

� royalmotor.com.au

PLONK! BEACH CAFE 
For a laid-back affair right by the water, look no 
further than Plonk! Beach Cafe. Newly available 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner events, the cafe 
looks gorgeous at any time of day, with vibrant 
and contemporary outdoor furniture, lanterns 
and strings of fairy lights. Prices start at just $50 
per person for food packages. 
Capacity: up to 100 people seated; 120 people 
cocktail

Fergusons Boatshed Marina, The Spit 
Bridge, Mosman 

� 9960 1007 � plonkbeachcafe.com.au 

MILESTONE EVENTS 
One of Sydney’s best kept secrets, this 
1937-era art deco building is hidden 
away in Sydney Harbour National Park. 
Pre-wedding ribbon sandwiches and fruit 
cocktails are served to guests before the 
bride and groom tie the knot on Fairfax 
lawn against striking harbour views. 
Milestone Events offers a bus service to 
pick up guests at various Manly locations, 
plus there’s on-site parking. 
Capacity: up to 180 seated; 275 cocktail 
with dance floor

Darley Rd, North Head Sanctuary, 
Manly

�1300 252 611

� milestoneevents.com.au.

MOBY DICKS WHALE BEACH
The creative folk from the Boathouse Palm 
Beach have taken over Moby Dicks and their 
presence is clear, from the white bunting and 
rustic furniture to the delicious desserts served 
in jam jars. Overlooking Whale Beach, the 
venue exudes laidback elegance, with a share 
platter menu and the option to get married in 
the garden courtyard. 
Capacity: 150 seated; 200 cocktail 

  227 Whale Beach Rd, Whale Beach 

� 9974 5440. � mobydicks.com.au

Selecting a theme 
is such an important 
decision as it sets the 
tone for your entire 

wedding day. Right now 
it’s all about rustic and 
vintage-inspired styling: 

think chalkboards, 
wildflowers, twine, 

timber and lace. Glitzy 
weddings just aren’t 

trending any more so it’s 
nice to find a venue with 

a basic look that you 
can style to match 

your theme.’



REAL-LIFE WEDDING | 7

COURTENAY + RICHARD
A PALETTE OF BLUSH PINK, GOLD AND PEACH SET THE SCENE FOR THIS ROMANTIC CLIFF-TOP WEDDING

WORDS: ANNA McCLELLAND PHOTOGRAPHY: MY LENS OF LOVE

 6 | REAL-LIFE WEDDING

GETTING ready at your wedding venue has 
obvious perks – more time and fewer logistics, for 
instance – but it was almost a case of  too much 
of  a good thing for this groom. “Richard and 
his groomsmen got to Jonah’s at about midday 
and just hung out by the pool all afternoon,” 
Courtenay recalls. “At 4pm I had to text him 
telling him to get ready, because I found out he 
was still in the pool!” 

Their 5pm ceremony took place high on the 
hill overlooking the ocean at Jonah’s Whale 
Beach, beneath a beautifully rustic floral arbour 
by event styling and hire company Romeo’s 
Chair. Fresh flower arrangements were artfully 
placed about the venue, from floral aisle 
decorations to bud vases on tables. “I wanted a 

the details

romantic garden look and nothing too over the 
top,” Courtenay says. “You don’t need to do 
much with a location like Jonah’s.” 

Romeo’s Chair set up cocktail tables and 
fairy lights on the terrace, where musician Nick 
Downey played acoustic Jack Johnson-style 
ballads while guests enjoyed post-ceremony drinks 
and canapes. 

THE LEAD UP
Courtenay and Richard married on January 
11, 2014, after four years together. “We got 
engaged in November 2012 but since Richard’s a 
teacher, we waited to get married in the summer 
school holidays,” says Courtenay, a business 
development manager. They chose Jonah’s on 

the recommendation of  Courtenay’s father: “We 
were looking along the northern beaches because 
I was living in Manly at the time and I love it 
there,” she recalls. “I’d heard of  Jonah’s but never 
been there, but my parents raved about it and my 
dad kept saying we should check it out so we did 
– and as soon as we walked in, that was it.” 

They booked the venue’s boutique 
accommodation for both sets of  parents and the 
bridal party. “After the reception they all stayed 
chatting and having a few drinks around the 
pool, and we all had breakfast together 
the next day,” Courtenay says. 

THE STYLING
A 14-month engagement proved ample 
time for Courtenay, who relished the 
planning process. “I love organising weddings 
and parties and I relied on Pinterest and Etsy for 
inspiration,” she says. Her collection of  imagery 
made for simple and stress-free communication 
with her suppliers. “I’m really bad with flowers’ 
names but it was more about colours for me, so 
I just showed Romeo’s Chair pictures of  what I 
liked,” she says. Peach, pink and apricot tones, 
combined with flashes of  gold and white, formed 
the colour palette and carried through from the 
flowers to the bridesmaids to the bonbonniere, 
which were made by Courtenay’s mother. “She 
put together clear boxes filled with chocolate 
freckles, peach-coloured lollies and gold foil 

hearts,” Courtenay says. “She also made our 
wishing well so it all tied together beautifully.”

THE DRESS
Courtenay’s divine corded French lace dress 
was made to measure by Karen Willis Holmes. 
“It’s actually a mix of  two of  their designs – I 
liked the top of  one and the bottom of  another 
of  their dresses, so they merged the two,” 
Courtenay reveals. She almost wore something 
entirely different, having purchasing another 

dress elsewhere. “I couldn’t stop thinking 
about the Karen Willis Holmes ones 
I’d tried on, so eventually I bit the 
bullet and went back to try them on 

again, and I knew that was it,” she says. 
After scouring online stores for peach-

hued bridesmaid dresses, Courtenay took a 
friend’s advice and enlisted dress designer Melissa 
Kritsotakis in Mosman to create flowing silk 
chiffon designs. The groom and groomsmen 
sported Zenetti tuxedos from Spurling. 

THE PARTY
Courtenay’s mother and aunt, who own SuSan 
Cake Creations, made the four-tier wedding 
cake. Topped with romantic white tulle and 
coated in gold leaf, ruffled peach icing and 
white sugar flowers, it was just what Courtenay 
had envisioned. “I didn’t want anything too 
traditional and it was perfect,” she says. 

Bride’s tip: “ Be as organised as possible and pull pictures 
from magazines and websites of  what you like and what you 
don’t – it’s so much easier to show the florist, hair stylist and 
makeup artist pictures than try to describe what you want.”

CEREMONY AND RECEPTION: Jonah’s, Whale Beach � jonahs.com.au
PHOTOGRAPHER: My Lens of Love � mylensoflove.com

CELEBRANT: Jan Littlejohn, Ceremonies With Style � ceremonieswithstyle.com.au
FLOWERS AND STYLING: Romeo’s Chair � romeoschair.com.au.

MUSICIAN: Nick Downey �nickdowneymusic.com.  
CAKE: SuSan Cake Creations � facebook.com/pages/SuSanCakes/474138772604566 

CARS: In-Star Wedding Cars � instarweddingcars.com.au
GOWN: Karen Willis Holmes � karenwillisholmes.com 

BRIDESMAIDS: Melissa Kritsotakis � melissakritsotakis.com
DJ: Impression DJs �  impressiondjs.com.au 

MAKE UP: Aleisha Johnson � aleishajohnson.com 
HAIR: Nat Tan Hair Stylist �  facebook.com/TanniesMobileHairdressing 
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THE SUN SHONE ON THIS RUSTIC AND ROMANTIC WINTER WEDDING AT THE SPIT

WORDS: ANNA McCLELLAND PHOTOGRAPHY: JAMES BILLING
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MELINDA + CHRIS 
AFTER almost a decade together, Melinda and 
Chris tied the knot at the site of  their first date, 
Rocky Point Island at Balmoral Beach. “I was 
living in Mona Vale and Chris lived in Balmain, so 
in those first few years of  dating Balmoral became 
our meeting point,” Melinda recalls. “It was always 
going to be the anchor point of  our wedding.” 

Holding an outdoor ceremony in the middle 
of  winter was a brave decision that paid off: after 
a downpour the day before, the clouds parted for 
a sunlit afternoon ceremony. “We woke up on 
Saturday and the weather was perfect,” Melinda, 
an advertising account manager, says. “June was 
my parents’ 42nd wedding anniversary and Chris’s 
parents’ 40th, so it was a special time – plus, being 
winter everything was that little bit cheaper and 
easier to organise.”

THE PLANNING
They chose Zest at The Spit for their reception of  
120 guests. “Zest has a beautiful warm feeling and 
a fireplace so we could see it coming together for 
a winter wedding,” Melinda says. The Northern 
Beaches Wedding Expo made it simple for the 
Balgowlah couple to find local suppliers.  “I’m a 
big fan of  supporting local businesses, they know 
the area and often know each other, so it makes the 
whole process a lot simpler,” Melinda says. 

THE STYLING
Rustic vintage styling underpinned by a black, 

white and green colour palette determined the 
wedding’s fresh and festive aesthetic. “I didn’t 
want it to look too themed but I love vintage 
touches like bunting and glass jars,” Melinda 
says. “Black and white kept the overall look quite 
classic, and green is my favourite colour.”

Seaforth company Little Lane Events styled 
the ceremony with zinc buckets filled with white 
roses, a floral arbour, timber signage and a 
vintage-themed drinks station. 

“I gave the Little Lane girls access to my 
Pinterest account so they could see what I had in 
mind,” Melinda says. 

The Hills Flower Market made up the 
bouquets and boutonnieres, and Melinda’s 
mother, aunt and mother-in-law took a trip to 
the Sydney Flower Markets the Thursday before 
the wedding to make the table arrangements 
themselves. Retro posters depicting destinations 

Melinda and Chris had travelled to took the 
place of  table numbers for a personal touch.

THE DRESS
Melinda’s stunning Pronovias mermaid-style lace 
gown from Marry Me Bridal was the first she 
tried on. “I didn’t buy it straight away – my sister 
made me try on all these elaborate dresses – but I 
kept going back to this one,” she recalls.

The gown came with a delicate lace jacket that 
appealed to Melinda. “I could see it working well 
for a winter wedding, even though it wasn’t going 
to keep me warm – I thought it was perfect for 
our style of  wedding,” she says. 

A fingertip veil was her only accessory: “There 
was so much detail in the dress that I didn’t want 
to cover it up with a full-length veil, plus you 
can’t really have one at an outdoor wedding,” 
she says.  She swapped the lace jacket for a black 

waistband for the reception, revealing a strapless 
bodice perfect for dancing the night away.

THE BRIDAL PARTY
The bridesmaids wore black floor-length dresses 
accessorised with statement necklaces in vivid 
green, while the boys kept it simple in grey. 
“We thought it would be too much if  both the 
bridesmaids and groomsmen were in black,” 
Melinda explains. The couple’s nieces acted as 
flower girls in white silk dresses with black sashes 
and their nephews donned dark sunglasses and 
polo shirts Melinda had printed with ‘Ring 
Security’ for a quirky touch. Even the couple’s 
black labrador, Diesel, dressed up for the day, 
wearing a flower collar for the ceremony.

THE RECEPTION
“Our families were already quite close so the 
wedding was one big party and a celebration 
of  us all coming together,” Melinda says. At the 
beginning of  the night, each member of  the 
bridal party danced their way into the reception 
to a different song. “I chose music that I knew 
would get people on their feet and it really set the 
tone for the rest of  the night,” she says. 

A lolly buffet set up by Zest in theme with 
Melinda’s styling was a huge hit, as was the 
roving desserts. A rustic three-tier wedding cake 
made by one of  Melinda’s close friends and 
colleagues was served along with the dessert.

the details
CEREMONY: Rocky Point Island, Balmoral Beach

RECEPTION: Zest at the Spit � zest.net.au 
PHOTOGRAPHER: James Billing Photography � jamesbilling.com 

VIDEOGRAPHY: Scott Mitchell Photography � scottmitchell.com.au 
CELEBRANT: Caroline Hamilton-Smith � weddingsinsydney.com.au

STYLING: Little Lane Events � littlelaneevents.com.au 
BOUQUETS: The Hills Flower Market � hillsflowermarket.com.au 

TRANSPORT: Kombi Weddings � kombiweddings.com 
GOWN: Marry Me Bridal � bridalgowns.com.au 

BRIDESMAIDS: Sheike � sheike.com.au 
MAKE-UP: Elise Sernack, Blush, Bridal and Beauty �0451 007 329 

HAIR: Simone Sutton, Hair Solution Brookvale �9905 5249
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AFTER AN ACHINGLY BEAUTIFUL AND INTIMATE CEREMONY, THIS WEDDING MORPHED INTO THE PARTY OF THE YEAR
WORDS: ANNA McCLELLAND PHOTOGRAPHY: TIM COULSON 
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SARAH + ELLIOT
SARAH and Elliot were never going to have 
a conventional wedding. “We looked at a few 
typical wedding venues but they just didn’t feel 
like us,” Sarah recalls. Hemmingway’s Manly, 
however, was just the ticket: the beachfront bar, 
with its vintage decor and hipster appeal, was 
utterly in step with the couple’s vision of  a relaxed 
celebration. “We’re pretty casual people and we 
love a laidback lifestyle,” Sarah says. “I’d always 
imagined a beachy summer wedding.”

THE PROPOSAL
Sarah, a graphic designer, was introduced to 
Elliot, an engineer, by mutual friends at university. 
“I drove him to a 21st – all the way from 
Kensington to Pymble – and we just clicked,” 
she says. Fast forward to Christmas Eve five years 
later, and Elliot popped the question overlooking 
the ocean at Terrigal, on the Central Coast. 
“We were on our way to meet friends for drinks 
and when we walked past the lookout, Elliot’s 
guitar was there, propped up against a picnic 
table,” Sarah recalls. “I just burst into tears.” 
After serenading Sarah with I Want to Grow Old 
with You from The Wedding Singer, Elliot proposed 
on one knee with Sarah’s great grandmother’s 
engagement ring. 

THE CEREMONY
Sunny and secluded, Freshwater View Reserve 
provided the perfect place for the couple’s 

ceremony on February 1, 2014. 
“Elliot and I stumbled across it 
when we were going for a walk 
one day, and when it came to 
choosing a ceremony location we 
didn’t look anywhere else,” says Sarah, a 
former Freshwater local. 

They married under their own wonderfully 
rustic version of  a Jewish chuppah, a nod to 
Elliot’s Jewish heritage. They sourced the gnarled 
timber branches themselves: “We pulled up on 
the side of  the highway, lined the boot of  our 
car with old sheets and set off  into the bush 
with a giant saw – it was like a scene from a 

horror movie!” Sarah recalls with a laugh. Post-
ceremony, the newlyweds set off  with their guests 
and paraded down the street to their Manly 
reception, stopping for photos along the way. 

THE PARTY
Sarah and Elliot’s celebration was the first 
wedding Hemmingway’s had taken on. “When 
we said we wanted to have our reception there 

they were like, really?” Sarah says. 
“But they went above and 

beyond to make it happen.” 
A round of  the bar’s 

signature cocktails – a 
whimsical concoction 
of  Hendricks gin and 
rose tea served in 
china teacups – kicked 
off  the night, followed 

by a delicious tapas-
style menu. 
A Spotify playlist of  pop 

favourites compiled by Elliot 
and his sister Eliza, including song 

requests that guests had filled out on their rsvp 
cards, made for a jam-packed dance floor. “It 
went crazy,” Sarah says. “At one point in the 
night, barely a man in the room had his shirt 
on.” 

Everyone was having too much fun to bother 
with formalities, so Sarah and Elliot ditched the 

first dance and bouquet toss. “We got completely 
caught up in the night,” Sarah says. “At one 
point our MC came up to us and said it was time 
for the first dance, but it felt wrong to interrupt 
everyone’s fun so we just rolled with it.” 

THE STYLING
“Relaxed summer vintage” was the look of  

the day, with white bunting, fresh white flowers 
and preloved props. “The style stemmed from 
my dress, which was one of  the first things I 
bought,” says Sarah of  her beautiful lace Collette 
Dinnigan gown. 

She collected vintage suitcases, doilies and 
glass vases to decorate the reception, which were 
set up by her multi-talented hairdresser-slash-
stylist Courtney Allsop on the day. Courtney also 
bedecked the reception with an array of  white 
blooms Sarah and her mother sourced from 
the Sydney Flower Markets the day before the 
wedding.  

The bouquets and the bride’s floral headpiece 
were outsourced to professional florist Petal & 
Sprout and included dahlias, David Austin roses, 
tuberose and eucalyptus foliage in-keeping with 
Sarah’s rustic and relaxed theme. 

For dessert, a smorgasbord of  caramel 
mud, chocolate mud and red velvet cupcakes 
surrounded the cutting cake, all made by Manly-
based The Dainty Baker, who Sarah’s mother 
stumbled across in this paper.  

Bride’s tip: “It’s easy to 
plan how your wedding 
will flow in your head, 

but on the day you’ve got 
to let go and enjoy what 

happens, and the day will 
be the better for it.”

the details
CEREMONY: Freshwater View Reserve, Queenscliff 

RECEPTION: Hemmingway’s � hemmingwaysmanly.com.au 
PHOTOGRAPHER: Tim Coulson � timcoulson.com

CELEBRANT: Lauren Teys � laurenteys.wordpress.com 
FLOWERS: Petal & Sprout � petalandsprout.com 

RECEPTION STYLING & HAIR: Courtney Allsop � courtneyallsop.com  
MAKEUP: Jess Bonnick � jessfx.com.au 

CAKE: The Dainty Baker � thedaintybaker.com
GOWN: Collette Dinnigan � collettedinnigan.com.au 
BRIDESMAIDS: Forever New � forevernew.com.au

GROOMSMEN: Country Road � countryroad.com.au 
STATIONERY: Sullivan and 3rd� sullivanand3rd.com
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BELLESwedding
MOST brides would be ashamed to admit how 
soon their thoughts turned to their wedding dress 
after the love of  their life proposed. And who 
can blame them? What the bride wore is the 
most talked about aspect of  the day – and hotly 
anticipated by guests and groom alike. Stave 
off  any stress and enjoy every minute of  dress 
shopping with our guide to gowns.

ALL IN THE TIMING
“Allow eight to 12 months to find your dress,” 
says Julia Cavallaro, owner of  Marry Me Bridal 
(bridalgowns.com.au). “Any more than 12 and 
you’ll miss out on the latest collections, but 
definitely no less than six as that’s the lead time 
for some designs.” Most bridal stores are strictly 
appointment only, so call a few weeks in advance 
to secure your spot, and try not to make more 
than three appointments for the one day.

BEFORE YOU BUY
Scrutinise the real weddings in bridal magazines 
and blogs before you hit the shops. “It’s important 
to have an idea of  the style of  wedding you want 
as that affects what kind of  dress will suit,” Julia 
says. “Real weddings show you how other brides 
have put together the whole look, whereas seeing 
a dress in isolation on a model isn’t so helpful.” 

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP
On the day of  your appointment, Julia 
recommends bringing just one or two close 
friends or family members rather than an 
overwhelming entourage. Arrive wearing a 
strapless nude bra and full, seamless briefs to 
avoid dressing room distress, and take anything 
you intend on wearing on the day so you can 

see how it looks with each gown – perhaps an 
heirloom piece of  jewellery or headpiece. Be 
upfront about your budget with the assistant – 
not only will it help narrow down the selection, 
you’ll spare yourself  the heartache of  finding an 
amazing dress you can’t afford.

TOP TRENDS
The style set’s love of  vintage shows no signs 
of  waning, so it’s no surprise that lace gowns 
continue to dominate the runway (we mean aisle). 
Lace delivers a romantic touch that’s perfectly 
in step with either a rustic garden ceremony or 
a grand black-tie event. “Other vintage-inspired 

elements, like lace cap sleeves and keyhole backs, 
are also popular,” Julia says. Want to wow guests 
in something more contemporary?  Mermaid-
style and fitted dresses with dramatic low-cut 
backs make a stylish statement. “Backs aren’t 
completely bare, but covered with sheer fabric or 
a little bit of  lace,” Julia says. 

STYLE FOR YOUR SHAPE
“Be open to trying different styles and listen to 
the stylist’s suggestions,” Julia says. “What you 
see in a magazine or on a hanger can look quite 
different on, and our stylists have the experience 
to know what works on various brides.” Petite 
brides should look for short bodices as they 
elongate the leg line to give the illusion of  extra 
height. Tall brides look stunning in mermaid-style 
gowns, but be warned: “Choosing a mermaid 
style is all about getting the shape right for you – 
each design is different and where the skirt starts 
is crucial,” Julia says. If  you’re curvy, embrace 
your shape by choosing a design that accentuates 
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Real weddings show you how other brides have put together the whole 
look, whereas seeing a dress in isolation on a model isn't so helpful.’

your waist. “Different dresses highlight different 
things, so it’s about choosing one that shows off  
your best feature,” Julia says. A-line dresses are a 
safe choice for all sizes.

DANCE OFF
No longer the domain of  celebrity awards nights, 
costume changes are the latest consideration for 
brides du jour. “Brides might wear a traditional 
ball gown for the wedding then change into 
something easier to dance in later, especially 
if  they’re organising more of  a party-style 
reception,” Julia says. “You can find really well-
priced bridal gowns now so many brides are 
finding they have money left over to spend on a 
second shorter dress they’ll wear again.”

LIFT THE VEIL
“Find a veil that frames your dress, not 

something that overwhelms it or distracts from 
it,” says Julia, who suggests pairing a long veil 
with a mermaid-style gown and a shorter veil 
with a ball gown. “With ball gowns, you don’t 
want to add too much volume to what is already 
a voluminous design,” she says.  If  you’re going 
vintage, Julia suggests a sheer, one-tier veil with 
raw-edged tulle.  “The right veil will finish off  
your outfit beautifully,” she says. 
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GAIN A ROCK SOLID UNDERSTANDING BEFORE 
YOU INVEST IN A DIAMOND RING
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precious
FEW things signify true love more than a 
diamond ring but few purchases are quite so 
formidable. How can you tell one sparkler 
from another? And how do you know if  you’re 
paying too much? If  you don’t know your carats 
from your cuts, fear not: we asked Nicholas 
Dracakis, federal chairman of  the Gemmological 
Association of  Australia and manager of  
Dracakis Jewellers (dracakis.com.au) to demystify 
diamonds.

CUT 
Despite the emphasis placed on carats, a 

diamond’s cut is actually its most important 
feature. “The cut determines a diamond’s 
brilliance,” Dracakis explains. “It takes a certain 
type of  rough diamond crystal to get the perfect 
cut.” Brilliance equals sparkle factor: a poorly cut 
diamond will leak light, where as a perfectly cut 
stone will attract glances from across the room. 
Round cuts offer the most brilliance and are the 

most popular, but they’re also the most expensive. 
“Round cuts cost the most to manufacture,” 
Dracakis says. “In comparison, an emerald cut 
has fewer facets (the surfaces that reflect light and 
cause the diamond to sparkle) so it won’t shine as 
much.”  

CARATS
A diamond’s weight is measured in points and 

carats (100 points equals one carat, and one carat 
equals a fifth of  a gram). “A diamond’s weight is 
the least important factor to me,” Dracakis says. 
“I can show you two one-carat diamonds that 
look totally different in size, as it all depends on 
the cut.” A deep one-carat stone, for instance, 
might have the diameter of  only a 70-point 
diamond, so its size won’t look as impressive as 
a one-carat stone with a larger surface area. “I 
would rather sell someone a smaller 
but exceptional quality stone,” 
Dracakis says. “You don’t 
want to end up with an 
enormous diamond 
that doesn’t sparkle.”

QUALITY
Make sure 

you’re buying an 
internationally 
accredited diamond 
so you can be sure of  
its quality, and buy from 
a reputable jeweller. “AGS is 
at the forefront when it comes to 
cutting, they’re the strictest in the world,” says 
Dracakis. Ensure your diamond has been cut by 
either AGS or GIA. Watch out for synthetics and 
untreated diamonds on the market, particularly 

METALS

online. “You can go on the internet and find 
cheap diamonds, but the site won’t tell you 
everything,” he warns.

COLOUR 
Diamonds are graded according to colour, which 
has an impact on price. A perfect white diamond 
is crystal clear, without any discolouration. At 
the other end of  the spectrum are coloured 
diamonds, known as ‘fancies’, including pink, 
yellow and even blue diamonds. “Fancies are a 
growing trend – they’re slightly more expensive 
but people like them because they’re a bit 
different,” Dracakis says. 

CUSTOM  
If  you’d like to design your own ring, allow 
approximately four weeks – more for an intricate 

design or at busy times of  year. “We make all 
our rings in house at both our Mosman 

and Warringah Mall locations, and 
will show you how your ring 

will be designed and built,” 
Dracakis says. You should 
also be able to choose the 
exact diamonds that will go 
into a ring.

           You don't want to end up 
with an enormous diamond 

that doesn’t sparkle.’

J.LO wasn’t quite on the money when she 
sang, “love don’t cost a thing” – the average 
northern beaches wedding costs from $40,000 
to $50,000. “How much you spend depends on 
your vision for the day, menu selection and guest 
numbers,” says Amy Vandenhurk, wedding 
and event director of  Palm Beach Golf  Club 
(palmbeachgolf.com.au) and Cloud 9 Event 
Management (cloud9eventmanagement.com.
au). We asked bridal industry experts for their 
ideas on how to hold a wonderful wedding that’s 
kinder to your wallet.

ON BUDGET
There’s nothing like an Excel spreadsheet 
to bring you down from the high of  getting 
engaged, but it’s better to face the issue early than 
realise right before your wedding that you’ve 
overspent. “Sit down with your fiance and work 
out how much you can spend in total, then break 
it down by category,” recommends Rebecca 
Simpson of  Little Lane Events (littlelaneevents.
com.au).  “This way you won’t blow out your 

OR MONEY
For love

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 
KNOW TO BE A 

BUDGET-SAVVY BRIDE 
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budget by extreme amounts.” Once you’ve 
booked your venue and suppliers, work out when 
all your payments are due so you can save for 
them over the course of  your engagement.

TIME MEANS MONEY
The time and date of  your wedding can affect 
its cost. “Winter” weddings from 
May to September are often 
discounted and can include 
complimentary extras like 
a car or photo booth. 
“Weekday weddings 
from Monday to 
Thursday can be more 
cost-effective,” says 
Vandenhurk. 

A SEATED ISSUE
“Based on 100 guests with 
a three course formal menu, 
a typical food and beverage 
package costs approximately $13,000-
$17,000,” says Vandenhurk. “Set menus can be 
cheaper than alternate serve.” 

Cheaper again are cocktail receptions – just 
ensure there’s enough food to go around. “Many 
venues, Palm Beach Golf  Club included, can 

incorporate food theatre such as paella or a 
seafood bar into a cocktail reception,” says 
Vandenhurk. Save extra pennies by skipping 

dessert and simply serving your wedding 
cake instead.

JOIN THE CLUB
“We’ve seen a huge rise in 

the number of  caterers 
joining Northern Beaches 
Wedding Expo as self-
catered weddings surge in 
popularity,” reveals expo 
founder and photographer 

Richard Alaba (nbwe.com.
au). “A lot of  surf  clubs up 

and down the beaches have 
been renovated in recent years and 

give you million dollar views for minimal 
outlay if  you can organise the catering yourself.” 

HOUSE PROUD
By the same token, intimate home weddings 
are gaining popularity – book a marquee and 

organise tempting food and drink stations to 
create a party atmosphere. “Vintage caravans set 
up as food carts, ice-cream stations or bars are 
so popular right now and are a functional way 
to add wow factor,” says Simpson; try Newport’s 
Travelling Bar (thetravellingbar.com.au). 

ROAD SHOW
More and more brides are slashing thousands 
from their budget by taking the family cars to 
their wedding. Nominate family members to act 
as chauffeurs, secure the traditional white ribbons 
to the bonnet and you’re good to go. 

FLOWER POWER
Sydney is one of  the few cities in the world with 
a commercial flower market that’s open to the 
public (sydneymarkets.com.au), so why not do 
your blooms yourself ? Stick with a professional 
for your bouquets and if  you want structured 
table arrangements, but if  you’re planning a 
rustic wedding this can be a good option.  A word 
of  warning: you’ll need to do a few test runs and 
enlist a friend to set them up for you on the day. 
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